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Lessons from the Sower
Matthew 13:1-9

1 The same day went Jesus out of the
house, and sat by the sea side.

2 And great multitudes were gath-
ered together unto him, so that he
went into a ship, and sat; and the
whole multitude stood on the shore.

3 And he spake many things unto
them in parables, saying, Behold, a
sower went forth to sow;

4 And when he sowed, some seeds
fell by the way side, and the fowls
came and devoured them up:

> Some fell upon stony places, where
they had not much earth: and forth-
with they sprung up, because they had
no deepness of earth:

© And when the sun was up, they
were scorched; and because they had
no root, they withered away.

7 And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns sprung up, and choked
them:

S But other fell into good ground, and
brought forth fruit, some an hundred-
fold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

2 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
(KJV)

If you have heard or read the Parable of
the Sower as told by our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, you must have learnt some



lessons from 1t. However, if the Lord tarries,
the Holy Spirit will be teaching us some more
lessons from the parable. The first lesson 1s
that the sower was not prudent enough in
the business of sowing. He sowed carelessly
and 1n so doing, wasted a lot of good seed
on 1nappropriate ground. This situation ap-
plies to the lives of many people who waste
their energy and resources on unprofitable
ventures because they are not wise enough
to 1identify the appropriate business, places
and people to invest in. It 1s unimaginable
but true that some people sentimentally site
their bakery in a village of less than a hun-
dred inhabitants. Among such inhabitants,
hardly would twenty people buy a loaf of
bread i1n three days because not only are
they used to their local foods, they are also
not rich enough to afford a loaf of bread.
The story was told of a poor fellow who
was very loyal to his king’s business. When-
ever the king called for volunteers to work
on his farmland, this fellow was the first to
show up and the last to leave; he was in-
deed very hardworking and dedicated. One
day, the King decided to help him out of his
poverty. He disguised a huge some of money
in a big loaf of bread and gave 1t to him. “Take
this bread home and let me see how 1t will
transform your life for the better,” said the
king. Incidentally, the value of the bread was
enough to pay for the food that the poor man
could eat for five days. To the disappointment
of the king, the poor man sold the loaf of



bread, not knowing what was in 1t, and that
was how he lost the fortune of a lifetime.

Some ventures are like sowing among thorns
or on stony ground. Initially, such ventures
may appear as though they have prospects,
only for diminishing returns to set in later. It
1s one thing to be hardworking and another
thing to work wisely. It 1s one thing to keep
busy and another thing to be busy doing
something profitable. Even as minister of the
gospel, you need God’s wisdom in the busi-
ness of Church planting. It is counterproduc-
tive to build a three thousand-seater capacity
auditorium in a community of 500 people. It
1s true that the souls of men are more valu-
able than money and that those souls in the
village are not inferior to the souls 1in the city,
but wisdom dictates that a congregation can-
not grow beyond the number of people living
in the community where it 1s located. This
1s the reason why the Holy Spirit inspired
us with his words. Wisdom enables the soul-
winner to engage in profitable methods of
evangelism and church-planting. Praying for
a miracle of any kind for an unrepentant sin-
ner, apart from the miracle of salvation, may
be equivalent to sowing by the roadside. I
pray that the wisdom you need to experience
breakthroughs in all dimensions of life will
be given to you in Jesus’ Name.

Mark 4:2-9

2 And he taught them many things
by parables, and said unto them in his
doctrine,



3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a
sower to sow:

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed,
some fell by the way side, and the
fowls of the air came and devoured it

up.

> And some fell on stony ground,
where it had not much earth; and im-
mediately it sprang up, because it had
no depth of earth:

® But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it
withered away.

7 And some fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up, and choked it, and
it yielded no fruit.

8 And other fell on good ground,
and did yield fruit that sprang up and
increased; and brought forth, some

thirty, and some sixty, and some an
hundred.

9 And he said unto them, He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.

(KJV)

Mark 10:29-30 “And Jesus answered and
said, Verily I say unto you, there 1s no man
that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, but
he shall receive an hundredfold now 1n this
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with per-



secutions; and 1n the world to come eternal
life”.

One of the lessons learnt 1s the futility of
indiscriminate sowing from the Parable of
the Sower. The Holy Spirit taught us that it
would amount to a waste of seed, time and
energy if we do not sow wisely. we will re-
flect on the benefits of sowing with wisdom.
To conclude this parable on the sower, the
Lord in Mark 4:8 said: “And other fell on
good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang
up and increased; and brought forth, some
thirty, and some sixty, and some an hun-

dred.”

The first lesson here 1s that seeds don’t all
yleld the same amount of fruit. Every child
of God must have this understanding in
order not be frustrated by unfulfilled expec-
tations. In His own wisdom, the Owner of
the Church did not endow every member of
His Church equally (Romans 12:6-8 “Having
then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let
us prophesy according to the proportion
of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teach-
ing; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation:
he that giveth, let him do it with simplic-
ity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that
sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness”). What
1s important 1s that we all sow seeds, using
the endowments God has given to each of
us, and we must do all within our ability to
maximise the potential of our seed in order
to yield the expected fruits (John 15:16 “ Ye



have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, he may give it you”). It
will therefore be wrong for us, as members of
the Body of Christ, to begin to compare our-
selves competitively with one another. The
Holy Spirit discourages this type of attitude
among the brethren (2" Corinthians 10:12
“For we dare not make ourselves of the
number, or compare ourselves with some
that commend themselves: but they mea-
suring themselves by themselves, and com-
paring themselves among themselves, are
not wise”).

When we choose correctly the right soil to
sow our seeds into, we are bound to prosper.
It 1s frustrating to work and have nothing to
show for it. Peter experienced this in Luke
5:3-8 “And he entered into one of the ships,
which was Simon's, and prayed him that he
would thrust out a little from the land. And
he sat down, and taught the people out of
the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he
said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep,
and let down your nets for a draught. And
Simon answering said unto him, Master, we
have toiled all the night, and have taken
nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let
downthe net. And when they had this done,
they inclosed a great multitude of fishes:
and their net brake. And they beckoned
unto their partners, which were in the
other ship, that they should come and help



them. And they came, and filled both the
ships, so that they began to sink. When Si-
mon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus'
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a
sinful man, O Lord”, but by the time he en-
countered the Owner of heaven and earth, he
had a big catch. From Peter’s experience, you
will be wise to learn that you need Jesus
Christ, who 1s Himself the Wisdom of God, to
experience breakthroughs in life without
struggle (15 Corinthians 1:24-29 “But unto
them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of
God is wiser than men; and the weakness of
God is stronger than men. For ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many wise
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called: But God hath cho-
sen the foolish things of the world to con-
found the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty; And base things
of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are
not, to bring to nought things that are: That
no flesh should glory in his presence”).
Moreover, i1f you are one of those who pay
tithes and give offerings as commanded by
God, you mustidentify the correct soil to sow
these seeds of faith into. You must identify a
commission which has God’s backing to sow
your seeds of giving into. Many people have
been discouraged from paying their tithes,
offerings and first fruits because God’s prom-



1se on these 1in Malachi 3:10 “Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lorp of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough toreceive it”, is not fulfilled
in their lives. They have become disgruntled
about giving, not only to God but also to the
needy, because they lack adequate knowl-
edge on the principles of sowing. The prob-
lem 1s that many people unknowingly sow
among thorns and thistles, on the roadside
or even on the rock. From the Parable of the
Sower, we know what happens to such seeds.
This will not be your experience in Jesus’
Name. Some ministries which are not
founded on the call of God are like the way-
side and rocky ground that Jesus described;
you will be wise not to sow your time and re-
sources 1n such places. Overall, the best in-
vestment you can make 1s to sow the seed of
your life into Christ. If you do, you will surely
reap the benefits in multiple folds (Mark
10:30 “But he shall receive an hundredfold
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and
lands, with persecutions; and in the world
to come eternal life”, John 10:10 “The thief
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and
to destroy: I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abun-
dantly”). God is not committed to what He
hasn’t commanded. Are you sowing into a
cause that has His backing?



Proverbs 5:15-20

15 Drink waters out of thine own cis-
tern, and running waters out of thine
own well.

16 Let thy fountains be dispersed
abroad, and rivers of waters in the
streets.

17 Let them be only thine own, and not
strangers’ with thee.

18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and re-
joice with the wife of thy youth.

19 Let her be as the loving hind and
pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee
at all times; and be thou ravished al-
ways with her love.

20 And why wilt thou, my son, be rav-
ished with a strange woman, and em-
brace the bosom of a stranger?

(KJV)
Luke 8:5 “A sower went out to sow his seed:
and as he sowed, some fell by the way side;
and it was trodden down, and the fowls
of the air devoured it”. The importance of
this parable 1s underscored by the fact that
Jesus referred to it as the key to under-
standing the mysteries of His other parables.
In Mark 4:13, He said: “And he said unto
them, know ye not this parable? and how
then will ye know all parables?” We will re-
flect on this teaching from the perspective of
marital faithfulness and fruitfulness. When
a man sleeps with a woman, he is sowing
seeds into her. In light of this truth, the Holy
Spirit makes us understand in Malachi 2:15
“And did not he make one? Yet had he the
residue of the spirit. And wherefore one?



That he might seek a godly seed. There-
fore, take heed to your spirit, and let none
deal treacherously against the wife of his
youth” that there 1s a difference between
godly and ungodly seeds resulting from this
act. Let every man therefore beware of where
he sows his seeds, and let every woman be
cautious of the type of seeds she receives into
the ground that is her body. Sow wisely for
your godly seeds to come at God’s appointed
time. Proverbs 6:32 profoundly says: “But
whoso committeth adultery with a woman
lacketh understanding: he that doeth it de-
stroyeth his own soul”.

In other words, when you have illicit sex-
ual intercourse with a woman other than
your wife, you lack understanding of the fact
that you are sowing into a wrong soil. As
a woman, it 1s foolhardy for to allow weeds
to be sown into your vineyard through adul-
tery. Proverbs 5:3-5 “For the lips of a strange
woman drop as an honeycomb, and her
mouth is smoother than oil: But her end is
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged
sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps
take hold on hell.” Another lesson to learn
from the Parable of the Sower 1s that keeping
a concubine is very costly. What your spouse
cannot demand from you, a concubine will.
If you are engaged in adultery or fornica-
tion, you are sowing into grounds that can-
not bring forth any profitable harvest. Some
men build houses for their concubines and
expend resources on training children that
don’t belong to them. Sex workers and con-



cubines are always disrespected and abused
by men who are merely using them. The mo-
tive of these men i1s not to hold on to them
forever but to use and dump them as they
choose. Eventually, they will have to face the
consequences of their sinful way of life. If
you are caught in the web of this lifestyle, call
on Jesus to deliver you before it 1s too late. Re-
member, today is the day of salvation; tomor-
row may be too late. Separate yourself from
all strange men or women engaging your life
in fruitless sowing today, and keep only to
your lawfully wedded spouse.



